GRE 


Confiderable in extent or duration. 

Thou hail fpoken of thy fervants houfe for a great while to 
come. 2 Sa. vii. 19* 

4. important ; weighty. 

Many 

Have broke their backs with laying manors on them, 

For this great journey. Shakefpeare's Henry VIII. 

And though this be a great truth, if it be impartially con- 
fidercd, yet it is alfo a great paradox to men of corrupt minds 
and vitious pra&ices. Tillotfon , Sermon 6. 

5. Chief; principal. 

Hear the king’s pleafure, cardinal, who commands you 
To render up the great feal prefently. Sbakcf. Henry VIII. 

6. Of high rank; of large power. 

Such men as he be never at heart’s eafe, 

Whilft they behold a greater than themfelves. Sb. Jul. C<zf. 
Of all the greats how few 

Are juft to heaven, and to their promife true! Popes Odyjf. 

Misfortune made the throne her feat, 

And none could be unhappy but th e great. Rowe. 

Defpife the farce of ftate, 

The fober follies of the wife and great. Pope. 

7. Illuftrious ; eminent. 

O Lord, thou art great, and thy name is great in might. 

Jer. x. 6. 

8. Grand of afpedl; of elevated mien. 

Such Dido was ; with fuch becoming ftate, 

Amidft the crowd, {he walks ferenely great. Dryd. Virgil. 

9. Noble; magnanimous. 

In her every thing was goodly and ftately; yet fo, that it 
might feem that great mindednefs was but the ancient-bearer 
to the humblenefs. Sidney. 

ic. Swelling; proud. 

Solyman perceived that Vienna was not to be won with 
words, nor the defendants to be difeouraged with great looks ; 
wherefore he begun to batter the walls. Knolles . 

1 i. Familiar; much acquainted. A low word. 

Thofe that would not cenfure, or fpeak ill of a man imme¬ 
diately, will talk more boldly of thofe that are great with 
them, and thereby wound their honour. Bacon , EJfay 49. 

12. Pregnant; teeming. 

Their bellies great 

With fwelling vanity, bring forth deceit. Sandys. 

This fly, for moft he flings in heat of day, 

From cattle great with young keep thou away. May's V.irg. 

13. It is added in every ftep of afeending or defeending confan- 
guinity: as great grandfon is thefon of my grandfon. 

I dare not yet affirm for the antiquity of our language, that 
our great-great-great grandftres tongue came out of Perfia. 

Camden's Remains. 

What we call great-great grandfather they called fortha- 
p af ] er> Camden's Remainder. 

Their holiday-cloaths go from father to foil, and are feldom 
worn out 'till the fecond or third generation ; fo that ’tis com¬ 
mon enough to fee a countryman in the doublet and breeches 
of his great grandfather. Addifon. 

14. Hard; difficult; grievous. A proverbial expreffion. 

It is no great matter to live lovingly with good natured and 
meek perfons. Toylor s Devotion. 

Great, n.f. [from the adje&ive.] 

1. The whole ; the grofs ; the whole in a lump. 

To let out thy harveft by great or by day. 

Let this by experience lead thee the way : 

By great will deceive thee with liog’ring it out, 

By day will difpatch. Puffer s Husbandry for Augujl. 

It were behoveful, for the ftrength of the navy, that no 
{hips fliould be builded by the great ; for by daily experience 
they are found to be weak and imperfedh Raleigh's Effays. 
He did at length fo many flain forget, 

And loft the tale, and took them by the great. Dryden. 
Carpenters, for uniformity, generally make them fo, unlefs 
they build an houfe by the great , and are agreed for the fum 
of money. MjxorisMech. Exer. 

I fet afide one day in a week for lovers, and interpret by the 
great for any gentlewoman who is turned of ftxty. Addifon. 
Gre'atbeli.ied. adj. [great and belly.1 Pregnant; teeming. 
Great bellied women, 

That had not half a week to go, like rams 
In the old time of war, would fhake the prefs. 

And make’em reel from before ’em. Shakefp. Henry VIIF. 
A greatbellied woman, walking through the city in the day¬ 
time, had her child {truck out of her womb, and carried halt 
a furlong from her. Wilkins's Math. Magick. 

ToGre'aten. v. a. [from great.] To aggrandize; to en¬ 
large; to magnify. A word little ufed. 

After they fought to greaten themfelves in Italy itfelf, uflng 
ftrangers for the commanders of their armies, the Turks by 
degrees beat them out of all their goodly countries. Raleigh. 
Greathearted, adj. [great and heart.] High fpirited; 
undejedted. 

The earl, as greathearted as he, declared that he neither 
cared for his friendfhip, nor feared his hatred. Clarendon. 


Gre'atly. adj. [from great.] 

1. In a great degree. 

Thy forrow T will greatly multiply. Mihnu 

2. Nobly ; illuftrioufly. 

Yet London, emprefs of the northern dime, 

By an high fate thou greatly didft expire. Dryd. Ann. Mir 

3. Magnanimoufiy; generoufly ; bravely. 

Where are thefe bold intrepid fons of war, 

That greatly turn their backs upon the foe. 

And to their general fend a brave defiance ? Addifon's Cato 
Gre'atness. n.f. [from great.] 

1-. Largenefs of quantity or number. 

2. Comparative quantity. 

We can have no pofitive idea of any fpace or duration 
which is not made up of and commenfurate to repeated num¬ 
bers of feet or yards, or days or years, and whereby we 
judge of the greatnefs of thefe fort of quantities. Locke. 

All abfent good does not, according to the greatnefs it has 
or is acknowledged^ have, caufe pain equal to that greatnefs 
as all pain caufes dehre equal to itfelf; becaufe the abfence of 
good is not always a pain, as the prefence of pain is. Locke . 

3. High degree of any quality. 

Zeal, in duties, fhould be proportioned to the greatnefs of 
the reward, and the certainty. Rogers , Sermon 13. 

4. High place ; dignity; power; influence; empire. 

Farewel, a long farewel to all my greatnefs. Shakefpcare. 
So many- 

As will to greatnefs dedicate themfelves. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

I beg your greatnefs not to give the law 
In other realms ; but beaten, to withdraw. Dryden's JEn, 
Approaching greatnefs met him with her charms 
Of pow’r and future ftate ; 

He {hook her from his arms. Dryden. 

Themiftocles raifed the Athenians to their greatnefs at> fea, 
which he thought to be the true and conftant intereft of that 
commonwealth. Swift. 

5. Swelling pride; affedled ftate. 

My lord would have you know, that it is not of pride or 
greatnefs that he cometh not aboard your fhips. Bacni. 

6. Merit; magnanimity; noblenefs of mind. 

Greatnefs of mind and noblenefs their feat 
Build in her lovelieft. Milton. 

7. Grandeur; ftate; magnificence. 

Greatnefs with Timon dwells in fuch a draught, 

As brings all Brobdignag before your thought. Pope. 

Greave. n.f. [ 51’aey, Saxon.] A grove. Spenfer. 
Greaves, n.f. [from greves, French.] Armour for the legs; 
a fort of boots. It wants the fingular number. 

He had greaves of brafs upon his legs. 1 Sa. xvii. 6. 

A fhield make for him, and a helm, fair greaves , and curets 
fuch 

As may renown thy workmanfhip, and honour him as much. 

Chapman's Binds, b. xviii. 
Gre'cism. n.f. [gnacifrnus , Latin.] An idiom of the Greek 
language. 

Gree. n.f [gre, French, probably from gratia.] Goodwill; 
favour; good graces. 

And falling her before on lowly knee, 

To her makes prefent of his fervice feen, 

Which {he accepts with thanks and goodly gree. Fa ^uccn> 
Greece, n.f. [corrupted from degrees.] A flight of fteps. 
Ev’ry greece of fortune 

Is Another’d by that below. Shakefpeart. 

After the proceffion, the king himfelf remaining feated in 
the quire, the lord archbifhop, upon the greece of the quire, 
made a long oration. Bacon's Lkmy VII. 

Gr e'edily. adj. [from greedy.] Eagerly; ravenoufly; vora- 
cioufly; with keen appetite or defirc. 

Greedily {he engorg’d without reftraint. Milt. Par.Lojt. 
He fwallow’d it as greedily 

As parched earth drinks rain. Denham s Sophy* 

Ev’n deadly plants, and herbs of pois’nous juice. 

Wild-hunger feeks ; and to prolong our breath, 

W e greedily devour our certain death. Dryd. Indian Ernp • 
Gre'ediness. n.f [from greedy.] Ravenoulnefs; voracity, 
hunger ; eagernefs of appetite or defire. 

Fox in Health, wolf in greedinefs. Shakef King boor* 

Thither with all greedinefs of affedlion are they gone, an 
there they intend to fup. Ska kef pear e's li inter s bin* 

If thou wert the wolf, thy greedinefs would afflidl thee. 

Shakefpeare s Timm of 
I with the fame greedinefs did feek, 

As water when 1 thirft, to fwallow Greek. 

GRE'EDY. adj. [ gaebij, Sax. graadigy Dan. gretigy Dutc .J 
1. Ravenous; voracious; hungry. 

As a lion that \% greedy of his prey. EJ■ x ^ u ‘ 1 ’ 

Be not unfatiable in any dainty thing* R° r too greedy 
meats, * Eccluf. xxxvn- 29 * 

He made the greedy ravens to be Elias’s caterers, and rin o 
him food. ^ VH 0 * 
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,• Eager; vehemently defirous. It is now commonly taken in 

an ill fenfe. . , , 

Greedy to know, as is the mind of man, . 

Their caufe of death, fvvift to the fire {he ran. Fairfax. 
The ways of every one that is greedy of gain. Prov. 

Stern look’d the fiend, as fruftrate of his will. 

Mot half fuffic’d, and greedy yet to kill. Dryden. 

While the reaper fills his greedy hands. 

And binds the golden {heaves in brittle bands. Dryd. Virg. 

GREEN, adj. [^German; green, Dutch] 

1 Having a colour formed commonly by compounding blue and 
* V ell 0 w • of the colour of the leaves of trees or herbs. The 

green colour is faid to be moft favourable to the fight. 

S The General colour of plants is green, which is a colour that 
no flower is of: there is a grecniffi primrofe, but it is pale, 
and fcarce a green. Bacon s Natural Hiftory. 

Groves for ever green. Dope. 

2 Pale; fickly : from whence we call the maids difeafe the 

'green ficknefs, or chlorofis. Like it is Sappho' s vroioc?. 

Was the hope drunk 

Wherein you dreft yourfelf? Hath itfleptfince? 

And wakes it now to look fo green and pale 
At what it did fo freely r Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 

There’s never any of thefe demure boys come to any proof: 
they fall into a kind of male green ficknefs. Shak. Henry IV. 

’Till the green ficknefs and love’s force betray’d 
To death’s remorfelefs arms th’ unhappy maid. . Garths 

3. Flourifhing; frefh; undecayed : from trees in Spring. 

4. New; frefh : as, a green wound. 

The door is open, fir ; there lies your way : 

You may be jogging while your boots are green. Shakefp. 

Griefs are green ; 

And all thy friends, which thou muft make thy friends, 
Have but their flings and teeth newly ta’en out. Sb.H.lV . 

In a vault, 

Where bloody Tybalt, yet but green in earth. 

Lies feftering in his blood. Shakef. Romeo and Juliet. 

A man that ftudieth revenge keeps his own wounds green , 
which otherwile would heal and do well. Bacon , EJfay 4. 

T Not dry. 

If a fpark of error have thus far prevailed, falling even 
where the wood was green, and fartheft off from any inclina¬ 
tion unto furious attempts; muft not the peril thereof be 
greater in men, whofe minds are of themfelves as dry fewel; 
apt beforehand unto tumults ? Hooker , Dedication. 

Of fragility the caufe is an impotency to be extended, and 
therefore ftone is more fragil than metal, and fo dry wood is 
more fragil than green. Bacon s Natural Hijlory. 

If you but confider a piece of green wood burning in a 
chimney, you will readily difeern, in the difbanded parts of it, 
the four elements. Boyle. 

The green do often heat the ripe, and the ripe, fo heated, 
give fire to the green. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

6. Not roafted ; half raw. 

Under this head we may rank thofe words which fignify 
different ideas, by a fort of an unaccountable far-fetched ana¬ 
logy, or diftant refemblance, that fancy has introduced be¬ 
tween one thing and another; as when we fay the meat is 
green, when it is half roafted. Watts's Logick. 

7. Unripe; immature; young; becaufe fruits are green before 
they are ripe. 

My fallad days, 

When I was green in judgment, cold in blood ! Shakefp. 

O charming youth, in the firft op’ning page; 

So many graces in fo green an age. Dryden. 

You’ll find a difference 
Between the promife of his greener days. 

And thefe he mafters now. Shakefp. Henry V. 

If you would fat green geefe, {hut them up when they are 
about a month old. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Stubble.geefe at Michaelmas are feen 
Upon the fpit, next May produces green. King's Cookery. 

Green, n.f 

1. The green colour; green colour of different {hades. 

Her mother hath intended. 

That, quaint i n green, {he {hall be loofe enrob’d. Shakefp. 

But with your prefence cheer’d, they ceafe to mourn 3 
And walks wear freftier green at your return. Dryden. 
Cinnabar, illuminated by this beam, appears of the fame 
red colour as in daylight; and if at the lens you intercept the 
green making and blue making rays, its rednefs will become 
more full and lively. Newton's Opt. 

.Let us but confider the two colours of yellow and blue: if 
they are mingled together in any coniiderable proportion, they 
make 3 . green. Watts’, Lgicl 

2 . A grafly plain. 6 

For this down-trodden equity, we tread 
In warlike march thefe greens before your town. Shake ft. 

er the fmooth enamell’d green , 

here no print of ftep hath been, 

Follow me as I ling. MUm 


GRE 

The young ^Emilia, fairer to be feen 

Than the fair lilly on the flow’ry green. Dryden's Fablef, 

3. Leaves ; branches ; wreaths. 

With greens and flow’rs recruit their empty hives, 

And feek frefh forage to faftain their lives. Dryden's Virg: 

Ev’ry brow with chearful green is crown’d ; 

The feafts are doubled, and the bowls go round. Dryden „ 

The fragrant greens 1 feek, my brows to bind. Dryden. 

To Green, v. a. [from the noun.] To make green. A low 
word. 

Great Spring before 

Green'd all the year; and fruits and bloffoms blufh’d 

In focial fweetnefs on the felf-fame bough. Tbonf Spring , 

Gre'enbroom. n.f. [cytij'o genijla, Latin.] 

Ic hath papilionaceous flowers, which arefucceeded bycom- 
preffed pods, in which are contained many kidney- fhaped 
feeds: the branches of the trees are flexible, and have feme- 
times Angle, and other times three leaves joined together. 7 his 
fhrub grows wild upon barren dry heaths. Miller. 

Gre'encloth. n.f. A board or court of juftice held in the 
counting-houfe of the king’s houfhold, for the taking cogni¬ 
zance of all matters of government and juftice within the 
king’s court-royal; and for corredling all the fervants chat 
{hall offend. Didf. 

For the greencloth law, take it in the largeft fenfe, I have no 
opinion of it. Bacon's Advice to Vilfurs. 

Gre'eneyed. adj. [green and eye.] Having eyes coloured 
with green. 

Doubtful thoughts, and rafh-embrac’d defpair, 

And fhudd’ring fear, and greeney'd jealoufy. Shakefpeare . 

Gre'enfinch. n. f. A kind of bird. 

The chaffinch, greenfinch, dormoufe, and other fmall birds, 
are injurious to fome fruits. Mortimer's Husba- dry . 

Gree'nfish. n.f A kind of fifh. Ainfworth. 

Gre'engage. n.f. A fpecies of Plum, which fee. 

Gre'e nhouse. n.f [green and houfe.] A houfe in which 
tender plants are lheltered from the weather. 

If the feafon prove exceeding piercing, which you may 
know by the freezing of a moiftened cloth fet in your green- 
houfe, kindle fome charcoal. Evelyn's Kalendar. 

Sometimes our road led us into feveral hollow apartments 
among the rocks and mountains, that look like fo many na¬ 
tural greenhoufes , as being always {haded with a great variety 
of trees and fhrubs that never lofe their verdure. Addifn . 

A kitchen garden is a more pleafant fight than the fineft 
orangery or artificial greenhoufe. Spectator, N°. 477; 

Greenish, adj. [from^raTz.J Somewhat green ; tending to 
green. 

With goodly greenijh locks, all loofe, unty’d, 

As each had been a bride. Spenfer's Prothalam. 

Of this order the green of all vegetables leems to be, partly 
by reafon of the intenfenefs of their colours, and partly be¬ 
caufe, when they wither, fome of them turn to a greenijh 
yellow. . Newtons Opti 

Ore e nl y. adj. [from green. ] 

1. With a greenifti colour. 

2. Newly; frefhly. 

3. Immaturely. 

4. Wanly; timidly. 

Kate, I cannot look greenly, nor gafp out my eloquence ; 
nor have I cunning in proteftation. Shakefpeare's Henry V c 
e Enness. n. f. [from green. ] 

1. I he quality of being green; viridity ; viridnefs. 

About it grew fuch fort of trees, as either excellency of 
fruit, ftatelinefs of growth, continual greennef , or poetical 
fancies have made at any time famous. Sid 1 cy, b. i. 

In a meadow, though the meer grafs and greennefs delights! 
yet the variety of flowers doth heighten and beautify. B. Johnf. 

My reafon, which difeourfes on what it finds in mv phari- 
tafy, can confider greennefs by itfelf, or mellownefs, or fweet- 
nds, or coldnefs, fingly and alone by itfelf. Digby on Bodies: 

2. Immaturity; unripenefs. 

This prince, while yet the errors in his nature were ex- 
culed by the greennefs of his youth, which took all the fault 
upon ufeff, loved a private man’s wife. Sidncw b ii 

3. Iteftinefs; vigour. 

lake the picture of a man in the greennefs and vivacity of 
his youth, and in the latter date and declenfion of his droop¬ 
ing years, and you will fcarce know it to belong to the fame 

S°ur emaations, and a cravmg appetite, efpeciaiiv of ter- 
fflfklfe. fuMa ' ,CeS ’ are the of girl* in the 

Gre'e nswa rd. 7 n f [**» and/W: of the famfoltai 
grows ^ Wlth The turf on which fraf. 

This is the prettieft low-born lafs that ever 
■ Ran on the grcmjwml. Shakefpeare’s Winter’s Tale. 

10 ^ After 
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